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deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

37 C.F.R. section 1.8(a) x 37 C.F.R. section 1.10* 



with sufficient postage as first class mail. as "Express Mail Post Office to Address" 
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k WARNING: Each paper or fee filed by "Express Mail" must have the number of the "Express Mail" mailing label 
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"Since the filing of correspondence under [section] 1.10 without the Express Mail mailing label thereon 
is an oversight that can be avoided by the exercise of reasonable care, requests for waiver of this 
requirement will not be granted on petition. " Notice of Oct. 24, 1996, 60 Fed. Reg. 56,439, at 56,442. 
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Dear Sir: 



1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR §1.56, there is hereby provided certain information 
the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the 
iner make this information of record if it is deemed material to the examination of the subject application. No admission is 
that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability nor a representation that a 
1 has been made (other than search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a PCT International Search Report, if 
tted herewith). 

\7\ Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 
1a. 0 Form PTO-1449 (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b). 
1 b. [3 Copies of Information Disclosure Statement citations. 
1 c. □ PCT or EP Search Report . 
1 d. □ Copies of Co-pending U.S. Applications. 

GO This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(b) with the filing of the U.S. 
patent application. Accordingly, no fee or §1. 97(e) Statement is required. 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1. 97(b) before the latter of three 
months after the U.S. patent application filing date or the first Office Action on the merits. 
Accordingly, no fee or §1. 97(e) Statement is required. 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(c) after the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before a Final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance. The $1 80.00 fee set forth in 
37 CFR §1 .17(p) in accordance with 37 CFR §1 .97(c) is to be charged to Deposit Account No. 03- 
2060. 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1. 97(e) in that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement. Accordingly, no fee is required. 

Q This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in conjunction with a Request For Continued 
Examination. Accordingly, no fee or §1. 97(e) Statement is required. 



Gr The English language documents identified by reference in the TRANSLATION Section of the 
foreign patents list of the attached 1449 Form are believed to be a concise statement, or the 
equivalent or substantial equivalent to the foreign language documents cited in the attached 1449 
Form. 

Q In addition to the documents cited, the Office's attention is directed to the following co-pending U.S. 
Application Serial Number(s), copies of which are attached for the convenience of the Office: 
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"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP. 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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